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as the father of all things,1 perhaps because its delicate lilac
blossom is one of the first heralds of the spring, appearing on
the bare boughs before the leaves have opened.    Such tales of
virgin mothers-are relics of an age of childish ignorance when
men had not yet recognized the intercourse of the sexes as
the true cause of offspring.     That ignorance, still shared by
the lowest of existing savages, the aboriginal tribes of central
Australia,2   was   doubtless   at   one   time   universal   among
mankind.     Even   in   later   times, when people are better
acquainted   with    the    laws    of   nature,   they   sometimes
imagine   that   these   laws   may be   subject   to  exceptions,
and  that   miraculous   beings   may be  born   in   miraculous
ways by women who have never known a man.    In Palestine
to this day it is believed that a woman may conceive by a
jinnee or by the spirit of her dead  husband.    There is, or
was lately, a man at Nebk who is currently supposed to be
the  offspring  of such  a union, and  the simple   folk have
never suspected his mother's virtue.3    Two different accounts
The death  of  the   death   of  Attis  were  current.     According to the
of Attis.     one ke was killed by a boar, like Adonis.    According to
the other he unmanned himself under a pine - tree, and
bled to death on the spot. The latter is said to have
been the local story told by the people of Pessinus, a great
seat of the worship of Cybele, and the whole legend of
which the story forms a part is stamped with a character
of rudeness and savagery that speaks strongly for its
antiquity.4 Both tales might claim the support of custom,
1 Pausanias, vii. 17. 11; Hippolytus,      works and from the very heart of the
Refutatio omnium haeresium, v. 9, pp.      mysteries.     It   is  obviously identical
166,168 ed. Duncker and Schneidewinj      with the account which Pausanias (I.e.]
Arnobius, Adversus Nationes, v. 6.           mentions   as   the    story   current   in
* See above, pp. 99 sgq.                       fjr53!?115-    A.ccordinS Ato. Serviu* (on
Virgil, Acn.ra. 115), Attis was found
3  S. I.  Curtiss,   Primitive  Semitic     bleeding to death  under a pine-tree,
Religion  To-day,   pp.   115  s?.     See      Dut the wound which robbed him of
above, pp. 78, 213 sqq.                            ^ viriHty and his life was not inflicted
4  That Attis was killed by a boar     by himself.    The Timotheus cited by
was stated by Hermesianax, an elegiac     Pausanias may be the Timotheus who
poet of the fourth century B.c. (Pau-      was  consulted  by Ptolemy Soter  on
sanias,  vii   17);   compare  Scholiast     religious matters and helped to establish
on Nicander, Akxipharmaea, 8.    The      the worship of Serapis.    See Plutarch,
other story is told by Amobius (Ad-     Isis et Osiris, 28 ; Franz Cumont, Les
versus ^ Nationes,   v.   5   sgq.)   on   the     Religions Orientates dans le Paganism*
authority of Timotheus, who professed      Romain* (Paris, 1909), pp. 77,   113,
to derive it from recondite antiquarian      335.